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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the claims with the claims provided ih the listing below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations are indicated. 




L (Currently Amended) A magnetic transfer j^paratusf including members 
for perfo]h(nijnig magnetic transfer of signals from one n|edium to another, 
comprising 

a base plate on which the members are placed; 

\ .1 

a casing on^the base plate covering the meoibers entirely; and 
a plurality ofparttcle measurement devices fixed in di spersed positions in 



the base plate. 



2. (Original) The magnetic transfer apparatus according| to Claim 1 , wherein 

rifear each of selected 



the particle measurement devicesy^are disposed respectively 
ones of the ratembers. 




3. (Currently Amended) The magnetic transfer appj^atus 
Claim Is wherein each of the particle measurement device 



suction port, a particle counter fw measuring^articles presj^t in air drawn off 



according to 
devices includes a 
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f ^om the casing through the suction port, and a tube for coiineclling the suction port 
to the particle counter. 



4. (Original) The magnetic transfer apparatus according to Claim 3 , wherein 

\ 

the suction port of each of the particle measurement desviee- Agvices is disposed 



respectively near each of selected ones of the members. 

5. (Original) A particle monitormg method for evaluating cleanliness in a 

■\ 

' magnetic transfer l$)paratus; including: 

measur jjcig particles within the magnetic transfer apparj itus by a plurality of 

\. 

particle measurement devices disposed at a plurality of measurement locations in 

\ 
\ 

the magnetic transfer apparatus; 

specifying a source of particles based on numbers of phrticles measured at 



each of the measurement locations stoid numbers of particles 

\ 

series at each of the measurement locations; and 



[neasured in a time 



evaluating the cleanliness in the niagnetic transfer aratus based on the 



measurement results. 



6. (Original) The particle monitoring method accordingjto Claim 5, wherein 
the evaluation of cleanliness is based on the numrers of parlicles measured in a 

\ 

mOunOt (PCIO).npd 
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time series at each of the measurement locations and a pean value of the 

\ 



measurement results. 



\ 



\ 



\1. (New) The particle monitoring method according to Cjlaim 6, wherein the 
measuTOTient results are correlated to periodic operations of the members. 



8 . (New) The particle monitoring method according to <|laim 5 , wherein the 
measurement results are correlated to periodic operations of the members. 



\ 



9. (New) The particle monitoring method according to 0 laim 5 , wherein the 

\ 

plurality of measurement devices includes devices disposed respectively at a disk 

\, 

handler, a position detector^ a foreign substance inspection unit, a format device, 

\ 

a master disk loader, and a transfer stage. 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

10. (New) The magnetic transfer apparatus according i o Claim 1, wherein 

.\. . . , 

the plurality of measurement devices includes devices disposed respectively at a 
disk handler, a position detector, a foreign substance inspecjtion unit, a format 
device, a master disk loader, and a tran^^jer stage. ^ 



FTIOOaaiOl {PC K).*fpd 
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